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of dissipation, in which they secretly seek the gratification of their vanity,
sloth, and other passions, but meet only with emptiness, trouble, and
vexation.    Man can find happiness only in God and in his own heart.
This he flies who cannot bear to converse with God and his own heart,
On the contrary, he who is endued with the spirit of prayer finds the
greatest relish in the interior exercises of compunction and contemplation,
and in conversing with heaven.    Solitude is his chief delight and his
centre;   here he lives sequestered from creatures, and as if there were
only God and himself in the world, except that he ceases not to recommend
all men to God.   In paying the debts of charity, and other exterior duties
to his neighbours, his heart is fixed on God, and he has purely his divine
will in view.    " You are dead," says the apostle,1 " and your life is hid
with God in Jesus Christ,"

The following feasts are celebrated on April 2 :

ST APIAN, born in Lycea of illustrious parents; he studied eloquence, philosophy, and the
Roman laws, but having embraced the Christian faith, he was tortured and finally martyred
on this date in 306, being in his nineteenth year: ST BRONACHA, titular saint of the parish of
Kill-Broncha, Bromore Diocese : BLESSED CONSTANTIUS, King of Scotland, slain while marching
against the infidels, He repeated the words of the yytb Psalm in his last moments : ST EBBA.
and her companions, nuns of the great monastery of Coldingham, Berwickshire. Their house
being burned by Danish pirates, these holy virgins perished in the flames: ST FRANCIS OP PAULA :
BLESSED JOHN PAYNE, priest, English martyr, 1582 : ST NICETIUS, Archbishop of Lyons: and
ST TEEODOSIA, virgin and martyr. " Nothing could draw from her the least complaint or sigh,"
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ST AGAPE, ST CHIONIA, AND ST IRENE, SISTERS,

AND THEIR COMPANIONS, MARTYRS

(A.D, 304)

[From their original acts, abridged out of the presidial. court registers of Thessalonica, in Surius,
Ruinart. p. 421 ; Tillemont, t. v. pp. 240 and 680; Ceillier, t. iii. p. 490.]

THESE three sisters lived at Thessalonica, and their parents were heathens
when they suffered martyrdom. In the year 303, the Emperor Diocletian
published an edict forbidding, under pain of death, any person to keep
the holy scriptures. These saints concealed many volumes of those sacred
books, but were not discovered or apprehended till the year following,
when, as their acts relate, Dulcetius, the governor, being seated in his
tribunal, Artemesius, the secretary, said, " If you please, I will read an
information given in by the Stationary, concerning several persons here
present/' Dulcetius said, " Let the information be read/' The solicitor
read as follows: "The Pensioner Cassander to Dulcetius, President of
Macedonia, greeting. I send to your highness six Christian women,
with a man, who have refused to eat meats sacrificed to the gods. They
are called Agape, Chionia, Irene, Casia, Philippa, Eutychia, and the man's

1 Colos. iii. 8,